
 

Essentials – Part 2 – January 10, 2021 
 

“Faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not 
see… And without faith it is impossible to please God…”  Hebrews 
11:1, 6 (NIV) 

  

How Does God Develop My Faith? 
By TESTING 

 
“…the testing of your faith develops perseverance…so that you may be 
mature and complete.” James 1:3 (NIV) 

 

FOUR FAITH-BUILDERS 
I.  GOD TESTS MY FAITH THROUGH DEMANDS 
“God has led you in the desert for these forty years…testing you… He 
wanted to know if you would obey his commands.” Deuteronomy 8:2 
(NCV) 

 
“The people are to go out each day and gather manna. In that way, I 
will test them and see whether they will follow my instructions.” Exodus 
16:4b (NIV) 

 
“By faith, Abraham obeyed…”  Hebrews 11:8  

 
I can develop my faith by  

OBEYING IMMEDIATELY 
 
“Oh, that they would have such a heart for me, wanting to obey my 
commandments. Then all would go well with them in the future, and with 
their children…”  Deuteronomy 5:29 (LB) 

 
    

 



 

II. GOD TESTS MY FAITH THROUGH DIFFICULTIES 
In all this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while you may have had to 
suffer grief in all kinds of trials. These have come so that the proven genuineness 
of your faith—of greater worth than gold, . . . 1 Peter 1:6–7 (NIV)   

 
“I have tested you in the furnace of suffering.”  Isaiah 48:10 (GWT) 

 
“Be very happy when you are tested in different ways, knowing that 
such testing of your faith produces endurance in you.” James 1:2-3 
(GWT) 

I can develop my faith by  
REJOICING CONTINUALLY 

 

III.  GOD TESTS MY FAITH THROUGH DELAYS 
“God has set the right time for everything.”  Ecclesiastes 3:11 (GN) 

 
“Impatience will get you into trouble.”   Proverbs 19:2 (GN) 

 
“Rest in the Lord; wait patiently for Him to act... Don’t fret and worry 
-- it only leads to harm.”  Psalm 37:7-8 (LB) 

 
I can develop my faith by  

WAITING PATIENTLY 

“You need to pray continually and not lose heart.”  Luke 18:1 (JB) 
 

IV.  GOD TESTS MY FAITH THROUGH DOLLARS 
“If you have not been trustworthy in handling worldly wealth, who 
will trust you with true riches?” Luke 16:11 (NIV) 

 
“See that you excel in the grace of giving. (It) tests the sincerity of 
your love… This is one way to prove that your love is real, that it goes 
beyond mere words.”  2 Corinthians 8:7-8 (NIV/LB) 

       
I can develop my faith by  
GIVING GENEROUSLY 


