
 

Smart Living – Part 4 
 

A Proverbs Top 10 List: 
 

10. WATCH OUT FOR GOSSIP 
“A perverse man stirs up dissension, and a gossip separates close friends.” 
Proverbs 16:28 (NIV) 

 
“The words of a gossip are like tasty bits of food; people like to gobble them 
up.”  Proverbs 26:22 (NCV) 

 

9.  BEWARE OF FLATTERY 
“To flatter people is to lay a trap for their feet.”  Proverbs 29:5 (NLT) 

 

8.  DON’T MAKE LOANS TO FRIENDS 
“…The borrower becomes the lender’s slave.”  Proverbs 22:7 (NASB) 

 
“Do not co-sign another person’s note or put up a guarantee for someone 
else’s loan.”  Proverbs 22:26 (NLT) 

 

7.  INVEST IN A FEW GREAT RELATIONSHIPS 
“A man of many friends comes to ruin.  But there is a friend who sticks closer 
than a brother.”  Proverbs 18:24 (NASB) 

 
“A friend loves at all times, and a brother is born for adversity.” Proverbs 
17:17 (NIV) 

 

6. CULTIVATE LOYALTY AND KINDNESS 
“Never let loyalty and kindness get away from you! Wear them like a necklace; 
write them deep within your heart.  Then you will find favor with both God and 
people.”  Proverbs 3:3-4 (NLT) 

 
“Loyalty makes a person attractive.”  Proverbs 19:22 (NLT) 

 

 



 

5.  BE COURAGEOUSLY HONEST 
“An open rebuke is better than hidden love!”  Proverbs 27:5 (NLT) 

 
“Faithful are the wounds of a friend, but deceitful are the kisses of an enemy.”  
Proverbs 27:6 (NASB) 

 

4.  VALUE RELATIONSHIPS OVER CIRCUMSTANCES 
“A bowl of soup with someone you love is better than steak with someone you 
hate.” Proverbs 15:17 (NLT) 

 
“Better a dry crust with peace and quiet than a house full of feasting with 
strife.”  Proverbs 17:1 (NIV) 

 

3.  IMPROVE YOUR TIMING 
“Seldom set foot in your neighbor’s house – too much of you, and he will hate 
you.”  Proverbs 25:17 (NIV) 

 
“He who blesses his friend with a loud voice early in the morning, it will be 
reckoned a curse to him.”  Proverbs 27:14 (NASB) 

 

2.  DO IT NOW 
“Do not withhold good from those who deserve it when it is in your power to 
act.  Do not say to your neighbor, ‘Come back later; I’ll give it tomorrow’ 
when you now have it with you.”   
Proverbs 3:27-28 (NIV) 

 

1.  MORE THAN ANYTHING, FORGIVE 
“Hatred stirs up trouble, but love forgives all wrongs.”   
Proverbs 10:12 (NCV) 

 
“No one can say, ‘I am innocent; I have never done anything wrong.’”  
Proverbs 20:9 (NCV) 

 
“He who conceals his sins does not prosper, but whoever confesses and 
renounces them finds mercy.”  Proverbs 28:13 (NIV) 

 


