
 

March 22, 2020 
“So be careful how you live. Don’t live like fools, but like those who are wise. Make the most of every 
opportunity in these evil days. Don’t act thoughtlessly but understand what the Lord wants you to do.”  
Ephesians 5:15-17 (NLT)  

 
TO LIVE A CLOCKWISE LIFE, I MUST. . . 

 

1. PAY CLOSE ATTENTION TO HOW I CONDUCT MYSELF  
So be careful how you live. 

  

2. DISCERN WHAT IS RIGHT AND ACT UPON IT 
Don’t live like fools, but like those who are wise.  

 

3. STEWARD MY TIME WITH GREAT CAUTION AND 
INTENTIONALITY  
Make the most of every opportunity in these evil days.  

 

4. RECOGNIZE WHAT’S REALLY IMPORTANT AND RESPOND 
ACCORDINGLY  
“Don’t act thoughtlessly but understand what the Lord wants you to do. One of the greatest dangers we 
face today is personal and missional drift. So we must listen very carefully to the truth we have heard, 
or we may drift away from it.” Hebrews 2:1 (NLT)  

 

GOD’S PATHWAY TO A CLOCKWISE LIFE 
 

The Great Commandment 
“LOVE THE LORD GOD with all your heart. . . soul. . . and mind. This is the first and greatest 
commandment. And the second is like it: LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR as yourself. All the Law and 
Prophets hang on these two commandments.”  Matthew 22:37-40  

 

The Great Commission 
“GO AND MAKE DISCIPLES of all nations, BAPTIZING THEM in the name of the Father 
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and TEACHING THEM TO DO everything I have commanded 
you.”  Matthew 28:19-20  

 

God’s Eternal Purposes 
       STATEMENT:                                         PURPOSE:  
Love the Lord your God                  Worship  
Love your neighbor     Serve  
Go and make disciples    Share (bring and go)  
Baptize them      Belong  
Teach them to obey     Grow  



 

Balancing God’s Purposes in my life puts me on a pathway of spiritual health  
and wisdom as I become more like Christ. 

 
“And the Lord – who is the spirit – makes us more and more like him as we are changed into his 
glorious image.” 2 Corinthians 3:18 (NLT)  

 
“...growing in every way more and more like Christ, who is the head of his body, the church.”  
Ephesians 4:15 (NLT)  

 
 

THE ENEMY’S COUNTERCLOCKWISE ATTACK 
 

1. GUILT 
“. . . But worldly sorrow, which lacks repentance, results in spiritual death.”  
2 Corinthians 7:10 (NLT)  

 

2. DISTRACTIONS 
“Watch out! Don’t let your hearts be dulled by carousing and drunkenness, and by the worries of this 
life. Don’t let that day catch you unaware.”  
Luke 21:34 (NLT)  

 

3. EXCUSES 
“...Come, the banquet is ready. But they all began making excuses.”  
Luke 14:17-18 (NLT) 

 

THE CLOCKWISE RESPONSE 
1. LEARN FROM THE PAST WITHOUT THE PAST DISCOURAGING 
YOU 
“...but I focus on this one thing: Forgetting the past and looking forward to what lies ahead...”  
Philippians 3:13 (NLT)  

 

2. BE MINDFULLY AWARE OF “GOOD” THINGS THAT DISTRACT 
YOU FROM THE BEST THINGS 
“...let us strip off every weight that slows us down, especially the sin that so easily trips us up.”  
Hebrews 12:1 (NLT)  

 

3. TAKE DECISIVE ACTION 
“But don’t just listen to God’s word. You must do what it says.”  
James 1:22 (NLT)  

 

IT’S NOT ENOUGH TO MERELY COUNT OUR DAYS, 
WE MUST MAKE OUR DAYS COUNT 

 


